Threats to on-farm conservation of Vitellaria paradoxa )
(Shea butter) Tree in Nakasongola district, Central Uganda
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Introduction: The shea butter tree (Fig. 1) is an indigenous woody plant of savannah parklands and plays an important role in augmenting
house hold incomes for rural people (Okullo et al., 2004). It is a very important species for local communities who rely on it for fruits (Fig.2), nuts,
medicine (Fig. 3) and oil for both domestic consumption and cash sales. Since uncontrolled exploitation of shea parklands has affected natural
regeneration of the tree (Obua, 2002), the shea multipurpose nature can be enhanced by promoting on-farm conservation in the shea parklands.
Due to the high costs of planting trees, increased interest should be shifted to protection and stimulation of natural tree regeneration especially
where mother trees are available (Boffa, 1999). Moreover, an assessment of threats to on-farm conservation of valuable indigenous trees such as
the shea butter would facilitate designation of proper regeneration programmes for enhancing their domestication. This would also lead to
improvement in rural food production and diversification of rural livelihoods as well as boosting national economies. In this study we examined the
major threats to on-farm conservation of V. paradoxa in Nakasongola district, central Uganda.
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Discussion: Majority of the local communities in Nakasongola mainly use shea trees for charcoal production (Figure 4). This is a big
hindrance to the conservation of the species as extensive degradation of parklands occurs in areas where charcoal burning is mainly practiced
(NEMA, 2002). The combination of increased human population growth, traditional nomadic sentiments of overstocking livestock (Fig. 5) and
bush fires has resulted into over utilisation of the shea parklands resources in Nakasongola. The district faces persistent problems of absentee
landlords and most agricultural production is on land that is informally or illegally accessed leaving cultivators and tree planters with limited
security of tree tenure and land ownership. Although most of the shea stumps can re-sprout, they are prone to termite attack, bush fires,
prolonged dry spells and trampling by cattle. All these limit shea regeneration and makes on-farm conservation of shea tree in Nakasongola
parklands to still remain at stake. Most of the local communities do not also carryout any effective management strategies.

Conclusion: Tree planting can only occur through local participation, where the need is locally perceived and not imposed. Although local
communities are generally aware of the importance of managing shea parklands jointly to provide common needs, there is need to address
some of the controversial issues such as uncontrolled charcoal burning, absentee landlords and the persistent land conflicts in the area.
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