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About the World Agroforestry 
Centre 

 

T he World Agroforestry Centre founded 25 years ago as the 
International Council for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF). In 
1992, we became an international research center when we joined the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 

We also expanded out operations into Latin America and Southeast Asia. 
 
Over the last decade we have assumed a strong leadership role in agroforestry 
research and development worldwide. To more accurately reflect that role, in 
2002, we changed our name from ICRAF to the World Agroforestry Centre. 
Today – we undertake collaborative research activities in more than 20 
countries throughout Africa, Latin America, South Asia and Southeast Asia. 
 
We conduct research for development. Our vision is an AgroforesTree 
Revolution in the developing world – a massive increase in the culture of 
working trees on landscapes by smallholder rural household. This will help 
ensure security in food, nutrition, shelter and energy, health, fodder, income 
and a regenerated environment. Our mission is to advance the science and 
practice of agroforestry to help realize this. 
 
We work in active collaboration with over 400 different institutions 
worldwide. These include sister international research institutes, a variety of 
regional organizations and networks, a large number of agricultural, forestry, 
natural resources and policy-related national research systems. Other partners 
include universities in the South and the North, international and local nongov-
ernmental organizations, farmer groups, and private sector organizations. 
It is through these partnerships and new, innovative strategic alliances that 
the Centre is able to scale up the impact of its work. 
 
Our research, development and capacity-building activities take place in our 
regions and are driven by the region’s needs. The Centre has seven regional 
programmes, which are led by a locally based Regional Coordinator. 
 
Eastern and Central Africa – We concentrate on the densely populated and 
often degraded highlands of the region, with increasing attention to the 
drylands of Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania. Regional office – Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
Southern Africa – We are expanding improved agroforestry practices and 
related policies in the Zambezi Basin. Agriculture is a major part of the 



economy but is vulnerable to drought and HIV-AIDS. Regional office – 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 
 
Southeast Asia – We focus on farmer-developed land uses that integrate 
productive trees and environmental services. Regional office – Bogor, 
Indonesia. 
 
Sahel – Our work in the semi-arid parklands ecosystem in the lowlands of 
West Africa is enhancing farmer incomes and reducing threats from 
desertification through agroforestry-based innovations. Regional office – 
Bamako, Mali. 
 
African Humid Tropics – In the humid forest margins of Central and West 
Africa, we are capitalizing on the improvement, management and marketing 
of indigenous trees and their products to benefit smallholder farmers. Re-
gional office – Yaounde, Cameroon. 
 
South Asia – We focus on four key ecosystems, with huge populations of 
rural poor, in collaboration with a well-established research and develop-
ment system. Regional office – New Delhi, India. 
 
Latin America – We are working on tree domestication in the western 
Amazon and through the Alternatives to Slash and Burn Programme and 
the Amazon Initiative Consortium to advance the science and practice of 
agroforestry in the broader Amazon region. Regional office – Belem, Bra-
zil. 
 
Theme leaders based in the Centre’s Nairobi headquarters coordinate ac-
tivities between the regions. These activities are propelled through four 
cross-cutting themes: 
 

•Land and People 
•Environmental Services 
•Trees and Markets 
•Strengthening Institutions 

 
A wide range of donors including national aid and development agencies, 
international organizations and private foundations fund the Centre’s work. 
Most funding is provided for specific research and development projects. 
The 10 largest national donors are Sweden, Canada, USA, the EU, the 
Netherlands, UK, Denmark, Switzerland and Norway. The World Bank is 
also one of the Centre’s major donors. 
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